
 

 
 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING COMMISSION 

Brynhild Haugland Room - Bismarck Capitol – 600 E Boulevard Ave, Bismarck, ND 58505 

 

January 29, 2016  

 

Meeting called to order: 9:00 a.m. 

 

present: Wayne Stenehjem (CHAIR), Storm Olson (DHS designee), Agent Karsten Anderson, Paula 

Condol, Scott Davis, Sen. Dick Dever, Lonnie Grabowska, Rep. Jessica Haak, Lt. Daniel Haugen, Melanie 

Heitkamp, Windie Lazenko, Janelle Moos (Co-Chair), Bishop Mark Narum, Commissioner Troy Seibel, 

Monsignor James Shea, Justice Lisa Fair McEvers.  

 

Absent: Acting USA Chris Myers, Christina Sambor, Aaron Birst, Judge Robin Schmidt, SAIC Algin Young 

 

The meeting was called to order. Scott Davis made a motion to approve the previous meeting minutes 

and Jessica Haak seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem explained that he had invited ND Supreme Court Justice Lisa Fair 

McEvers to sit on the Commission. 

 

Attorney General Stenehjem gave an overview of the funding for human trafficking grants, including 

both the Attorney General funds and the Department of Trust Land funds, and explained that the 

funding may be affected by the potential reduction in oil funds and the general fund appropriations for 

the Office of Attorney General. Bureau of Criminal Investigation employee Savannah Schmidt provided 

the commission with information about the applications, the amounts requested and the proposed 

purpose, the amount awarded and from which fund.  

 

Janelle Moos discussed state wide efforts to fight human trafficking and how important it is for existing 

and future efforts to collaborate, avoid duplicative efforts, and to develop and use uniform protocols. 

Currently, there is FUSE & the North Dakota Human Trafficking Task Force (NDHTTF.) FUSE was the first 

state-wide organization to bring awareness to human trafficking. The NDHTTF was developed from 

federal funds.  

 

Commissioner Troy Seibel spoke about a presentation he gave at a human trafficking summit in Watford 

City about the difficulty in identifying labor trafficking victims. Commissioner Seibel has been working 

with the federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission in ND, but the federal labor department is 

more focused on wage issues than labor trafficking. He said he feels that community awareness is key, 

and he makes it a point to discuss labor trafficking and human trafficking at various meetings. Melanie 

Heitkamp spoke about working with youth and labor trafficking. She agreed that there is a need for 

increased training about labor trafficking. 

  

BCI Deputy Director Lonnie Grabowska spoke about law enforcement efforts relating to human 

trafficking. Grabowska said law enforcement is still learning to identify victims. He said one of the goals 

of the NDHTTF is to get multi-disciplinary teams up and running in locations across the state. He 

explained that the Red River Human Trafficking Task Force out of Cass County, working with Assistant 

United States’ Attorney Jennifer Puhl, has experienced several successes. The task force has identified 

protocols and best practices and adjusts them as needed. Agent Karsten Anderson said that federal law 

enforcement is working hard to change the mentality around deportation. Victims do not see 



 

 

themselves as victims and are concerned about deportation. Homeland Security Investigations has 

conducted training to shift focus and help identify and assist victims.  

 

Janelle Moos provided an update of the Victim Centered Services subcommittee. Federal funding was 

awarded through the federal Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) to hire two human trafficking case 

managers, one in Fargo and one in Minot, to serve as victim services contacts for their respective 

regions. The subcommittee felt that developing a protocol for victim service providers to provide 

referrals to law enforcement should be a priority. Moos also explained that FUSE has contracted with 

Telos (www.telosssoc.com) to get focus groups in North Dakota to indentify awareness needs in North 

Dakota. Melanie Heitkamp from Youthworks talked about the host-home grant it received and how this 

will help fill the gaps that shelter homes are not able to support. The commission generally discussed 

the different methods of housing victims, together and separately.  

 

Scott Davis suggested the commission should consider developing a state-wide intake system available 

to law enforcement and victim service providers, which suggestion met with general agreement from 

the commission.  

 

Windie Lazenko suggested the commission should pursue survivor-led leadership, which is an approach 

used in other states. 

 

Attorney General Stenehjem assigned several subcommittees and asked the subcommittee members to 

meet to discuss the identified challenges and develop proposed solutions and plans. The meeting 

adjourned.  

 

• Victim Services: Sen. Dick Dever, Rep. Jessica Haak, Melanie Heitkamp, Janelle Moos, Paula 

Condol, Bishop Mark Narum, Commissioner Troy Seibel 

• Training: Dep. Dir. Lonnie Grabowska, Lt. Daniel Haugen, Agent Karsten Anderson, Scott Davis.  

• John’s School Pilot Program (Demand Reduction Program): Windie Lazenko, Monsignor James 

Shea. Commissioner Troy Seibel and Judge Robin Schmidt (not present) also were assigned to 

this committee.  

 
Meeting adjourned: 10:17 a.m. 


