September 26, 2013

LAND BOARD AWARDS $8.8 MILLION TO SUPPORT WESTERN ND LAW
ENFORCEMENT

The Land Board today awarded $8.8 million in grants to local law enforcement agencies and
criminal justice entities in addressing the impact of oil and gas development. The grant
awards were proposed by Attorney General Stenehjem, based upon recommendations from
the Drug and Violent Crime Policy Board which he assembled.

The grants to sheriff’s offices and other law enforcement entities in western North Dakota are
part of a nearly $250 million in grants that the Land Board has already and will direct to oil
development impacted communities and counties.

“These grants include money to put more officers on the streets and highways, help for
criminal prosecution and equipment to enhance law enforcement and public safety.” Attorney
General Wayne Stenehjem said. “These grants are important to assist the sheriffs and police
departments to meet the challenges that come with rapid growth.”

The grants approved today provide funds for:

e 28 new positions (27 in oil producing counties),

e Additional equipment and supplies for 31 law enforcement agencies,

e 61 vehicles, including a specialized Crisis Response Command vehicle for the West
Dakota SWAT Team,

e Housing assistance for 28 personnel in 7 agencies,

e Overtime for 15 agencies; and

e Law enforcement training, including domestic violence, K-9, and drug investigations
training.

Previously the Land Board awarded $390,910 from the Oil and Gas Impact Grant Fund to
sheriff's offices and also approved $978,721 to other criminal justice agencies. Today’s
grants are in addition to those awards to address emergency requests made by law
enforcement agencies in oil country.

“These law enforcement agencies do a tremendous job and we want to continue to help
provide the resources they need,” Governor Jack Dalrymple said. “The grants provided today
are part of our commitment to support law enforcement, the larger criminal justice system and
the emergency service providers who serve western North Dakota.”

The 63rd Legislative Assembly passed HB 1358 which included $16.6 million to be awarded
to assist public safety efforts during the biennium. The Attorney General’s office received
$9.6 million to provide grants to local criminal justice “agencies in oil-impacted counties
where crime-related activities have increased or in other counties if the crime-related
activities in oil-impacted counties originated in any of those counties.”

The ND Energy Infrastructure and Impact Office at the Land Board received an additional $7
million to provide grants “to counties for the benefit of county sheriff's departments to offset oil
and gas development impact causing a need for increased sheriff's department services,
staff, funding, equipment, coverage, and personnel training.”



The Drug & Violent Crime Policy Board received 54 applications from 52 local agencies in 25
counties. Applications from the 17 counties designated as “Oil producing” were considered as
a priority, with the local match requirement reduced to 10%. A further eight counties were
designated as “oil-impacted” counties, with a 25% local match requirement. The Land Board
approved applications from 41 agencies (37 in oil producing counties, and 4 in oil-impacted
counties).

A second round of grants will be awarded later this year. Applications will be available from
the Attorney General’s website in October.

The grants approved by the Land Board today are part of a larger state commitment to help
local law enforcement officials and other emergency responders address increased
workloads created by the region’s growing population and rapid development. State funding
appropriated to support the region’s law enforcement agencies and other emergency
responders during the 2013-2015 biennium includes:

. $9.6 million for Attorney General grants to Oil Patch law enforcement agencies.
. $7 million in energy impact grants for sheriffs’ departments.

. $7 million for emergency medical service providers.

. $3.5 million for fire protection districts.

. $9.6 million for critical access hospitals

In all, the state will invest about $2.6 billion to support the state’s oil and gas region during the
2013-2015 biennium. The state’s 2013-2015 commitment — more than twice the amount of
the previous, two-year funding package of about $1.2 billion — is being used to address a
wide range of needs in western North Dakota, including: highway, county and township road
improvements; water supply and water treatment projects; the development of low-to-
moderate income housing and assistance for growing school districts. Other state
commitments include stationing more Highway Patrol troopers in western North Dakota;
enhancements to the region’s court system and funding for dust suppression projects.

Governor Dalrymple is chairman of the five-member state Land Board. Other board members
are Attorney General Stenehjem, Secretary of State Al Jaeger, Superintendent of Public
Instruction Kirsten Baesler and State Treasurer Kelly Schmidt.
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